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             IMMIGRATION  By Fr. Rick Bolte 

There are many things that tend to polar-
ize us as a nation; immigration is one of 
them. We hear immigrants described as 
criminals because many have come into our 
country illegally. We also hear highlighted 
anecdotal events implying greater criminali-
ty.  We hear they cost tax payers money as 
they seek social benefits. On the other hand, 
we are told many of these people take jobs 
other Americans would not want and they 
are an essential part of our economy. We 
hear that the crime rate among immigrants 
is actually less than it is among citizens. We 
hear they pay income and SS taxes but will 
not be eligible for their benefits. 

In writing this, I am not proposing to sort 
out those differences. However, with the 
election of Pope Leo, many have wondered 
about the church’s position. Some have tried 
to relegate it to nothing more than a politi-
cal opinion. 

For the church to have a teaching that is 
in opposition to one political party or anoth-
er is not new. For many years the church 
was know to be on the side of workers and 
their ability to unionize. More recently and 
ongoing is the church’s teaching opposing 
abortion. The church’s teaching on immigra-
tion is neither new nor a political opinion.  In 
every case, the church calls us to respect 
human life from conception to natural death 
including living life with human dignity. 

In the Old Testament we might recall the 
story of Abraham hosting three travelers.  
Turned out they were God’s messengers 
telling him of the coming birth of Isaac.  This 
is contrast in the next story where God tells 
Abraham of the coming destruction of     
Sodom and Gomorrah because of their lack 
of hospitality. In the New Testament, Jesus 
tells us to love our neighbor including the Continued on next page 

Samaritan (an enemy) and to love others as 
He loves us. 

Many Catholics suspect the current Pope 
Leo XIV picked his name wanting to follow 
the example of Pope Leo XIII. Leo XIII is 
known for writing “Rerum Novarum” (1891) 
in which he states: ““Rights must be        
religiously respected wherever they exist, 
and it is the duty of the public authority to 
prevent and to punish injury, and to protect 
everyone in the possession of his own. Still, 
when there is question of defending the 
rights of individuals, the poor and badly off 
have a claim to especial considera-
tion.” (#37) “Noone would exchange his 
country for a foreign land if his own afford-
ed him the means of living a decent and 
happy life.” (#47). 

Pope Pius XII, Apostolic Constitution 
“Exsul Familia Nazarethana” (1952) writes, 
““The migrant Holy Family of Nazareth, 
fleeing into Egypt, is the archetype of every 
refugee family. Jesus, Mary and Joseph,  
living in exile in Egypt to escape the fury of 
an evil king, are, for all times and all places, 
the models and protectors of every         
migrant, alien and refugee of whatever kind 
who, whether compelled by fear of perse-
cution or by want, is forced to leave his  
native land, his beloved parents and        
relatives, his close friends, and to seek a 
foreign soil.” (Introduction) 

Saint Pope John XXIII, “Mater et Magis-
tra” (1961) writes, ““[If] the whole structure 
and organization of an economic system is 
such as to compromise human dignity, to 
lessen a man’s sense of responsibility or rob 
him of opportunity for exercising personal 
initiative, then such a system, we maintain, 



                                        St. Timothy Men’s Group  

The St. Timothy Men’s Group meets on the 2nd and 4th Saturday of  each    

month following the 7 am morning Mass in Brodnick Hall.  

To receive the email with the meeting details, contact:  Greg Egbers gegbers@fuse.net  859-240-6679. 

is altogether unjust—no matter how much wealth it 
produces, or how justly and equitably such wealth is 
distributed.” (#83) “The solidarity of the human race 
and Christian brotherhood demand the elimination as 
far as possible of these discrepancies. With this object 
in view, people all over the world must co-operate ac-
tively with one another in all sorts of ways, so as to fa-
cilitate the movement of goods, capital and men from 
one country to another” (#155) He further states in 
“Pacem in Terris” (1963), ““Every human being has the 
right to freedom of movement and of residence within 
the confines of his own state.  When there are just rea-
sons for it, he must be          permitted to emigrate to 
other countries and to take up residence there. The 
fact that he is a citizen of a particular state does not 
deprive him of membership to the human family, nor 
of citizenship in that universal society, the common, 
world-wide fellowship of men.”  (#25)  “... [O]f its very 
nature, civil authority  exists, not to confine its people 
within the boundaries of their nation, but rather to 
protect, above all else, the common good of the entire 
human family.” (#98) 

From Vatican Council II, Pastoral Constitution on the 
Church in the Modern World “Gaudium Et Spes” (1965) 
we read, ““In our times a special obligation binds us to 
make ourselves the neighbor of every person without 
exception, and of actively helping him when he comes 
across our path, whether he be an old person aban-
doned by all, a foreign laborer unjustly looked down 
upon, a refugee,…or a hungry person who disturbs our 
conscience by recalling the voice of the Lord, ‘As long 
as you did it for one of these the least of my brethren, 
you did it for me’” (Matt. 25:40). (#27) 

Pope Paul VI, “Populorum Progressio” (1967) 
writes, ““We cannot insist too much on the duty of giv-
ing foreigners a hospitable reception. It is a duty im-
posed by human solidarity and by Christian charity, and 
it is incumbent upon families and education institutions 
in the host nations…[T]hey should be welcomed in the 
spirit of brotherly love” (#67) “Emigrant workers 

should also be given a warm welcome. Their living con-
ditions are often inhuman, and they must scrimp on 
their earnings in order to send help to their families 
who have remained behind in their native land in pov-
erty.” (#69) 

Saint Pope John Paul II, “Laborem Exercens” (1981) 
writes, ““Man has the right to leave his native land for 
various motives--and also the right to return--in order 
to seek better conditions of life in another country. 
This fact is certainly not without difficulties of various 
kinds. Above all it generally constitutes a loss for the 
country which is left behind. It is the departure of a 
person who is also a member of a great community 
united by history, tradition and culture; and that per-
son must begin life in the midst of another society 
united by a different culture and very often by a differ-
ent language. In this case, it is the loss of a subject of 
work, whose efforts of mind and body could contribute 
to the common good of his own country, but these 
efforts, this contribution, are instead offered to anoth-
er society which in a sense has less right to them than 
the person’s country of origin… “Every possible effort 
should be made to ensure that it may bring benefit to 
the emigrant’s personal, family and social life, both for 
the country to which he goes and the country which he 
leaves. In this area much depends on just legislation, in 
particular with regard to the rights of workers. It is ob-
vious that the question of just legislation enters into 
the context of the present considerations, especially 
from the point of view of these rights…(23) 

Catechism   ¶2241: “The more prosperous nations 
are obliged, to the extent they are able, to welcome 
the foreigner in search of the security and means of 
livelihood which he cannot find in his country of origin. 

Please forgive the length of this article.  I wanted to 
give as much as I dare a rich sampling of the church’s 
teaching regarding immigrants. As Catholics we are 
called to not get caught up in the political hysteria but 
to truly be champions of human dignity without excep-
tion. 

mailto:gegbers@fuse.net
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 Stewardship of 
Treasure  

April 2025 

Our Parish Family 

New Families Baptisms 

Steve and Carol Baker 
Larry Geedey 
Olivia Hollman 
Michael and Jamie Hoppius 
Madeline McGraw 
Conner and Kiera Peak 
John and Annemarie Richmond 
Rick and Mary Schuler 

Deceased 

Deb Sambrano 
Monica Ann Hollis 

Avery Ro Bowers 
Avila Rosemary Meiser 
Adalyn Jean Molitor 
Aylin  Munoz Dominguez 
Hudson Thomas Stapleton 

Weddings 
Rachael Barnes & Brian Patrick Colliers 

COLLECTIONS:           $115,957.09 

4% TITHE:                      $4,638.28 

    St. Tim Scholarship       $500.00 

  St. Vincent de Paul       $500.00 

      Grant Recipient: (Max $3,000)                   

  Go Pantry   $3,000.00 

      $$ to 1% Tithe            $638.28 

    1% TITHE                       $1,159.57 

    $$ from 4% Tithe            $638.28 

Total to STYM/Outreach: 

 $1,797.85 

      STYM  $988.82 

      Outreach $809.03 

May 2025 

Like the Apostles, is Jesus asking YOU  

to “spend just one hour with ME?” 

NEEDED for the following hours of Tuesday Adoration: 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

Just need 6 people to answer His request! 
 

      Please contact: Miriam Burkart 859-746-1443 or   
miriamburk@icloud.com   and make a  commitment  

to BE with Jesus for one hour. 

2 People     Noon - 1:00 pm 
1 Person              2:00 pm - 3:00 pm 
1 Person         3:00 pm - 4:00 pm 
1 Person         5:00 pm - 6:00 pm 
1 Person         9:00 pm - 10:00 pm 

COLLECTIONS:           $91,412.43 

4% TITHE:                      $3,656.50 

    St. Tim Scholarship       $500.00 

  St. Vincent de Paul       $500.00 

      Grant Recipient: (Max $3,000)                   

      $2,656.50 

      $$ to 1% Tithe            $0.00 

    1% TITHE                       $914.12 

    $$ from 4% Tithe            $0.00 

Total to STYM/Outreach: 

 $914.12 

      STYM  $502.77 

      Outreach $411.36 



View from the Pew 
By Jayson Putnam 

The tabernacle. Did you know 
that tabernacles have been in use 
for about 3,475 years? I can’t even    
comprehend that amount of 
time. That’s like going back 124 
generations in your family          
according to HowManyGener-
ations.com.   

Tabernacles can be traced back 
to the Mosaic Covenant in the Old     
Testament. Made on Mount Sinai, 
this covenant gave the Law and     
construction of the tabernacle as a 
place where God would manifest 
His presence among his peo-
ple. The tabernacle was a physical 
representation of God’s desire to 
be with Israel. Also known as the 
Old Covenant, it is a conditional 
covenant. This means God’s bless-
ings and protection were based on 
the Israelites obedience to the law 
He gave them. If they obeyed the 
law there would be blessings, if 
they disobeyed, there would be 
curses. Even when the Israelites 
fail, God’s commitment to them 
remains. That IS love!   

The Tabernacle originally was 
built in the wilderness about 1450 
BC by the Israelites. They were 
commanded to build it so God 
could “dwell among them” (Exodus 
26:46). They began using it after 
they were freed from Egyptian 
slavery and continued using it  
during their 40 years in the desert 
while conquering the land of          
Canaan. It was the first temple 
dedicated to God and the first 
resting place of the Ark of the  
Covenant.   

Our current tabernacle was a   
generous gift from a deacon 
during our church renova-
tion. He knew some of the     
Sisters of Notre Dame up in 
Kenwood and learned of an   
archive of old sacred vessels 
that they kept and protect-
ed. He was given access to the 
archive after sharing his desire 
to find one for our newly updat-
ed and refreshed sanctuary. He 
found one that he knew would 
be just perfect for St. Timothy, 
made a donation and it was 
brought to its new home here 
in Union. Somewhere along the 
way it was actually dropped 
and needed repair (not by the 
deacon!). Lucky for us it was 
able to be refreshed and        
repaired in time for the first 
Mass in our renovated space. 

Today, the tabernacle in our 
church is a reminder of the  

covenant God made with His 
people and His continual pres-
ence among us. Just THINK OF 
THAT! Lord Jesus is present      
bodily and substantially and lives 
in the tabernacle in the midst of 
our catholic community. HE 
CHOOSES TO BE HERE–with you, 
with me–with us. Are you wor-
thy of that? I’m not sure I am.  



Hi! I’m Ashley Rehkamp. I’ve been married for 13 years, and my husband, George, and I have 
three awesome kids—Mabel (11), Georgie “G” (8), and Owen (6). We live on a farm with two 
horses, too many chickens to count, and our sweet pup, Marggo. I’ve been teaching for 13 
years, and for the past seven, I’ve had the joy of being part of the Saint Timothy Catholic 
School community—not just as a middle school teacher, but also as a parishioner and parent. I 
have a bachelor’s degree in middle school education from Thomas More University and a   
master’s in leadership from the University of the Cumberlands. I’m currently working on a  

second master’s degree to continue growing in my role. I’m so excited to step into the role of principal here at St. 
Timothy. I love working with students of all ages, though middle schoolers definitely have a special place in my 
heart. I feel incredibly blessed to be part of such a faith-filled, supportive community! 

Jenna Kemper serves as the Director of Religious Education and has passion for youth, faith 
and community. She has been a dedicated parishioner of Saint Timothy Church for the past 22 
years. As a mother of three children raised in the faith and the PSR program, Jenna’s commit-
ment to both spiritual formation and community involvement runs deep. With a degree in 
Integrated Strategic Communications from the University of Kentucky, Jenna brings decades 
of experience in marketing, branding, client relations, and nonprofit leadership. Her career 
includes roles in public relations, communications consulting, entrepreneurship in photog-

raphy, and leadership in the health and wellness industry through network marketing. Jenna has a heart for         
service—founding the nonprofit NKYSwims to help underserved youth access swim lessons, leading a grassroots 
effort to save the Florence Aquatic Center, and serving as Vice-Mayor on the Florence City Council. Her volunteer-
ism extends across numerous school and community organizations. At Saint Timothy, Jenna has served as President 
of Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS) and has been part of the FAMILIA program for eight years. She has served on 
the Christ Renews His Parish team, and supported the parish through ongoing committee work and outreach       
initiatives. She is passionate about building strong faith-based communities and supporting the spiritual growth of 
families. 

Get to Know our Newest Staff Members 

I am Pam Ollier, the new Assistant Principal and Preschool Director at St. Timothy School. I 
have been married to my husband, Dana, for 33 years. We have three children who bring joy 
and laughter every day. Katie (31, who is engaged to Tony), Thomas (28) and Michael (25). All 
of our children are very close and that allows us to spend so much valuable time together. We 
have lived in Union for over 25 years and will forever call this our home. We have a dog, a cat, 
three chickens that I hatched with my students last year, and lots of fish and turtles in our   
numerous aquariums and ponds. I love to garden and spend time outdoors. My education 

journey has spanned over 35 years. I spent the majority of my teaching career at Gray Middle School teaching 8th 
grade math and science. Retirement came calling and I relaxed for 6 months before returning to teaching in a long 
term substitute position and I realized that I wanted to return to the classroom. I began a new journey at St.       
Timothy Middle School and I can not be happier. I have made such amazing friendships with the staff and students 
at St. Timothy. I taught science for two years until I was granted an amazing opportunity to work with Ashley      
Rehkamp as her assistant principal. Ms. Rehkamp and I have spent many hours together planning for a great first 
year. We have an awesome staff that will devote every resource available to provide your child with a great school 
year and an excellent education. We are excited to guide St. Timothy to the future. Ms. Geers has left a lasting    
impact on our school and we have big shoes to fill, but with the support of the parish and our families, we can   
continue to thrive and grow and offer a first class education. 

I am Jeremiah Barth the new Assistant Director of Religious education at Saint Timothy parish.   
I and the D.R.E. are working on improving our youth ministry to bring the youth of our parish 
closer to God. I've been a parishioner at Saint Timothy all of the 20 years of my life and have 
worked closely with the past youth ministers and D.R.E. I hope to make our programs even 
greater then they have been in the past. 





OCIA - What is That? 
By Debbi Cranley, OCIA Coordinator 

OCIA, the Order of Christian Initiation of Adults, 
is the process formally known as RCIA, the Rite 
of Christian Initiation of Adults. But why the 
change? The name change is primarily a     
translation update from the original Latin text. 
The term “order” emphasizes that Christian 
initiation is not a single event or “rite,” but a 
series of rites reflecting a continuing journey of 
faith formation and spiritual growth. The      
program itself will continue as usual here at   
St. Timothy. (Except that we get better every 
year!) 

OCIA is a process of conversion involving a   
series of classes that helps to prepare adults to 
receive the Sacraments of Initiation which    
include Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist.    

I remember being a little apprehensive about going through the process of becoming 
Catholic. It took me many years to finally make the decision and when did, I loved it!    
I had such a great experience, and I keep coming back for more! I, along with the 
Team, want to help others have that same joyous experience. That is our goal here at 
St. Timothy. 
Our classes begin on Sept. 7th and continue until Easter. Who are these classes for?  
Anyone who is interested in becoming Catholic, those who may have been away from 
the Church for a while and parishioners who would just like a little refresher of the 
faith – all are welcome! 
If you would like more information, please call the parish office or email me 
(debbi@cranley.net).  I am happy to help! Page 7 

PSR (Parish School of Religion) registration for the 2025 2026 school 

year is now open.   

Registration forms are available in the Parish Office and on the            

St. Timothy Website.  

Please consider joining our team! We need Catechists, Assistants,      

Substitutes and Children’s Liturgy Leaders. Thanks.  Contact the Parish 

Office if interested 859-384-1100. 

PSR Registration 2025-2026 

We are looking for Liturgical  
Leaders for our Children’s program.  
This is a great way to share your faith.   
Please join us!  
Contact Jenna Kemper 
jkemper@saint-timothy.org to volunteer.  

mailto:debbi@cranley.net
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Summer. A time to relax by the ocean or the pool. Time to contemplate chirping cicadas and 
the buzzing bees. You’ve binge watched as many movies and TV shows as you can stand. You 
find yourself tired of the Internet, frustrated with politics, impatient for football season (and 
school) to start. You may feel that life is less fulfilling than you would like.   

The good news is, there is a solution, and you don’t have to give up the beach or the cicadas or the bees.  

Saint Vincent de Paul has a multitude of ways that you can use your time and talents to enrich your life, and the 
lives of others, for just a few hours a month.  

“Whoever is generous to the poor lends to the Lord,  
and he will repay him for his deed.”  Proverbs 19:17 

As a St. Tim SVDP Volunteer you’ll find that opportunities abound. 

SVDP Food Pantry 

Volunteers are needed to help stock the shelves and prepare bags of groceries for those who need food. Times 
are flexible, the work is easy, and the company is fun and inspiring.   

SVDP Call Center 

The SVDP Call Center is located at the St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store in Crestview Hills. Every day an average of 60 
neighbors call St. Vincent de Paul for assistance. We need Volunteers to return calls and assist people with the 
application process.  

Call Managers 

Call managers take referrals from the Call Center, enter information into our computer system, and distribute   
assignments to SVDP Volunteers. Call managers Volunteer one day a week for a few hours. 

Home Visits 

We have Volunteer opportunities to engage directly with our neighbors who are seeking assistance. We assess 
their situation and provide direct assistance as well as referrals to other community agencies. Volunteers meet 
them in their homes, or at St. Tim’s pantry, depending on the situation. We provide training and always visit in 
pairs. During these visits, we offer vouchers to our SVDP thrift stores for furniture, clothing, and housewares, and 
to the extent that our financial resources permit, we help people with rent or utilities - or gas money to get to 
work or to the doctor. 

Thrift Stores 

Volunteer help is needed each week to sort donations, create displays, and straighten and stock shelves at our 
four St. Vincent de Paul thrift stores. Of course, your donations of clothing, toys, housewares, and furniture are 
always appreciated. 

Holiday Volunteer Opportunities 

Our seasonal events would be not possible without the Volunteers who donate their time, treasure, and talent. 
These events require help before, during, and after to ensure everything runs smoothly.  

   Coat Distributions:  Volunteers are needed for registration, sorting and stocking, as well as assisting families as     

   they pick out winter coats. Coats are distributed at the Thanksgiving food distribution and at convenient locations.      

   Thanksgiving Food Distribution:  Volunteers are needed to sort, bag, and carry food. This event is held the week-   

   end before Thanksgiving at St. Tim’s food pantry. 

   Christmas Food and Present Distribution:   Like Thanksgiving, Volunteers are needed to sort and distribute       

   Christmas toys for children, as well as sort, bag and carry food. This event is held the weekend before Christmas. 

“But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need,  
yet closes his heart against him, how does God's love abide in him?”  1 John 3:17 

 

So, we’re looking for people with a little time to share helping their neighbors – people like… YOU.   

If you feel that God is calling you to action, contact Debbie Curtin, 513/532.6958, or Bill Anderson, 412/295.3441. 

The “lazy, hazy days of summer.”   
By Michael Vogt 
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Mission Trip 2025 -  Jamaica 
By Pat Seuberling, Outreach Director 

Excited For A Great Week of Serving 

The team has landed and Our staff couldn't be more excited to welcome them 

after they clear immigration and customs. We are eager to begin our week of 

ministry with them. Please pray for them as they serve in a preschool, deliver 

care packages and paint at two different locations.  It's going to be a busy week.  

Our Mission Trip Travelers to Jamaica 

The following traveled to Jamaica for this year’s Mission Trip: 

Pat Seuberling, Maggie Nord, Sandy Johnson, Rob Barth, Kevin Cranley, Debbi 

Cranley, Fr. Michael Elmlinger, Calen Kobman, Juliana Von Wahlde Mendez, 

Alejandro Von Wahlde Mendez, Blaney McKenzie, Ashley McKenzie,  

Izzy McKenzie, Mia McKenzie, Laila McKenzie, and Olivia McKenzie. 
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Getting To Know Each Other 

When new relationships are built and friendships are made between our staff 

and the team members.  It's so good to see everyone getting to know each other. 

Care Package Preparations 

The team hit the ground running measuring and bagging items for the care  

packages that we will begin delivering tomorrow afternoon. 
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Little Hands  

Mighty Help 

Oh the wonder of it all!   

When even the youngest of 

the team wants to help.  

Good Morning Jamaica 

Morning mass with a view only God can provide. 



Such Excitement! 

Ms. Johanna was so excited to meet Father Michael and the group leader         

Pat today.  She was filled with such joy as she greeted them. 
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Morning Devotions 

The children loved hearing the story of Noah's Ark this morning.  They  

were excited to answer questions and be involved with the team.   

The ladies let their light shine as they poured into the children. 



Sharing God's Love 

Care Package delivery        

in the community of        

Refuge.  These are much 

needed blessings in this 

community.  Many families 

are still struggling to make 

ends meet after COVID and 

for the team to be able to 

provide these packages is a 

blessing beyond words. 
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A Church Transformed 

What a change the team brought to Refuge Catholic Mission Church.                         

The church was in need of a facelift and the team did just that.  The church   

members couldn't have been more thrilled with the transformation.   

They said our "new church is beautiful". 



Day 2 

School ministry is in full swing this morning.  Stories and friendship                 

bracelets have kept the children memorized. 

The excitement on their faces when we arrived this morning touched the teams 

heart and brought them so much excitement to return to the classrooms today. 
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Showing Love In A Tangible Way 

The team has spent this week distributing 25 care packages  

that have blessed so many.   



Blessed Beyond Measure 

The team spent some time visiting with the family that lived in this 

home.  The mother had open heart surgery and has had a hard time 

with her recovery.   

She was so blessed by their prayers for her.  When we were done vis-

iting she offered neezberries off of her tree for the team to try.   
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What a Beautiful Place To Unwind 

Relaxing after a busy day.   



Getting to Know One Another Over A Meal 

Father Michael and Father James from Jamaica are getting to know  

each other over a wonderful meal.   
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Loving On Others Brings Such Joy 

Visiting with Malcolm at the Infirmary was one of the teams greatest blessings 

during the week.  The love that he showed to us blessed our hearts. 



Surprise Tour 

What a blessing it was for the team as one of the staff from  

Jamaica gave us a tour of William Knibb Baptist Church.   

It was the location in which slavery was abolished on the island. 
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SURPRISE!!! 

We were so excited to have a surprise birthday party for one of our cooks.  She 

was reduced to tears as she shared she had never had a surprise party before. 
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